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GOLDFIELDS MINERS’ MEMORIAL 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.05 pm]: On Saturday, 1 March I 
was honoured to attend a truly moving and significant event—the unveiling of a monument to miners who have 
died while working in the eastern goldfields. This monument, in the form of a marbled wall, recognises the men, 
women and children who died due to mining incidents in the eastern goldfields. The monument lists 1 491 
names. That is 1 491 men, women and children who never came home to their family and friends. This 
monument is the goldfields’ way of saying, “You will not be forgotten.” Behind each name on the monument is 
a story. 
Over 500 relatives, friends and loved ones attended the ceremony, coming from all parts of Australia. The 
importance of the goldfields’ mine emergency response teams—the first responders when tragedy strikes—was 
recognised at the ceremony. The commitment these men and women show for their workmates is 
unquestionable. The goldfields has long understood the importance of having well-trained emergency response 
teams at its mines. In fact, the first emergency response competition was held more than 100 years ago in 1911. 
Such events are a vital part of training and continue to this day. Were it not for the skills of these men and 
women, I am sure there would be many more names on the memorial. 

I would like to recognise the incredible work of the Goldfields Miner’s Memorial Committee in establishing this 
memorial, chaired by Hon John Bowler. It has taken more than 10 years and the contribution of many people 
across the goldfields community to bring to fruition. I think it is also important to acknowledge that, although 
safety is improving, people are still dying while working at mines in the goldfields. More than a dozen men and 
women have lost their lives since the idea of a memorial was first floated back in 2003, the most recent just last 
month. They provide a tragic reminder of the dangers that still exist and the vigilance that is always required 
when it comes to safety. Finally, as striking as the monument is, it is my hope that we are not required to add any 
more names to it in the coming years. 
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